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thy ſervants take pleaſure in her 
ſtones, and favor the duſt thereof. 


the carth thy glory. 


= $ H I 8 pſalm is Sinarkalle bt the 
; Bop great mixture, that there is 
in it, of lamentation and of joy. 
Nor i is this an inconſiſtencie, to 
ba 1 but rather indicates a beautie 


and greatneſs of temper in the compoſer 
of it, which we may juſtly admire, When 


'V hou ſhalt 1 KEY "Thongs mercie 
upon Zion: for the time to favor 
her, yea, the ſet time is come, For 


So the heathen ſhall fear the name 
of the Lord: and all the kings of ; 


we look into the former part of it, and 
obſerve the palhonite and almoſt e 
e ** . language | 


171 


language, in which he expreſſes himſelf in | 
relation to his own private forrows, one 
might be almoſt induced to imagine, that 
his heart muſt needs have been ſo much 
engroſſed by them, as to be but little, if at 
all, at libertie for being affected by any 
other ſubject; that a man, for example, 
thus ſunk in grief, muſt have been utterly 
incapable of ſharing in the joys of his coun- 
trie; if not, thro' the exorbitant influence 
of this ſelfiſh paſſion, have in a manner 


' loſt the idea of any ſuch connection with a 


1 


national intereſt; and that the loudeſt ac- 
clamations of public exultation and ap- 
plauſe might in vain attempt to reach the 
ears, much leſs the heart, of one thus 


immerſed in private woes, For hear, how 


bitterly it is, that he bemoans himſelf, 
ac Fax my days are conſumed like ſmoke, 
* and my bones are burnt as an hearth, 
My heart is ſmitten, and withered like 
_ * opraſs; fo that 1 forget to eat my bread, : 
40 By reaſon of the voice of my groaning 
my bones cleave to my ſkin, I am like 
a pelican of the, wildemeb, I am like an 
owl of the deſert. | ow watch and am 1 
2 ſparrow alone upon the houſe· top. 
Might 


0 


3 


5 
Might one not imagine, that a man, thus 
baniſhed from the world, and forgoten by 
tt, had, in his turn too, forgoten the world? 
| Yet fee with what fervor, in what raptures 
of generoſitie and public zeal he inſtantly 
expreſſes himſelf in the words of the text, 
and ſome following parts of the palm. Thou 
« ſhalt ariſe, and have mercie upon Zion: 
*« for the time to favor her, yea, the ſet 
time is come. For thy ſervants take plea- 
0 ſyre in her ſtones, and favor the duſt 
« thereof. So the heathen ſhall fear the 
« name of the Lord, and all the kings of 
« the earth thy glory. When the Lord 
« ſhall build up Zion, he ſhall appear in 
« his glory. He will regard the prayer 
ct of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their 
« prayer. This ſhall be written for the 
generation to come, and the people, that 
« ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe the Lord. 
For he hath looked down from the 
cc height of his ſanctuarie: from heaven 
did the Lord behold the earth: to hear 
e the groaning of the priſoner, to 25 | 
«thoſe, that are appointed to death ; 
declare the name of the Lord in 2700, 
cc and his Praiſe | in as When the 


* Aa 


* 
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ec © people are gathered topether, and the 
e kingdoms to ſerve the Lord.” With 
what freedom and enlargedneſs of ſoul. is 
it, that he here expatiates, not merely up- 
on the intereſts of a ſingle countrie, his na- 
tive land, but even of the eee world. 
So that now, inſtead of looking upon him, 
as a man overwhelmed in private ſorrows, 
one would almoſt conclude, that everie 
ſentiment of the kind had been, long ere 
this, abſorbed in the love of his countrie and 
of mankind. Vet it is not wholly ſo : for 

_ preſently again he recurs to his own perplex- 
ed and melancholie ſituation. He weak- 
e ened my ſtrength in the way, he ſhorten- 
e ed my days. I ſaid, O my God, take 
me not away in the midſt of my days: : 
thy years are throughout all generations. 
With this thought, the apprehenſion of 
God's eternitie and immutabilitie he con- 
ſoles himſelf under his own perſonal afflic- 
tions. Of old,” as in moſt ſublime and 
elegant language he proceeds, « haſt thou 
« Jaid the foundation of the earth: and 
the heavens are the work of thine hands: 1 
they ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure ; 
-ﬀf . all of them ſhall Wax old, like a 


« garment: 
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« garment : as a veſture, ſhalt thou change | 


« them, and they ſhall be changed. But thou 


« art the ſame, and thy years ſhall have no 


« end.” Yet ſtill he cannot content him- 
ſelf with this confined and limited applica- 


tion of a ſentiment ſo univerſally intereſt- 

ing and important. He therefore concludes 
the whole with glancing at that public 
welfare and intereſt, - which, under the 
government of this eternal and immutable 


deitie, we may ſo juſtly believe will never 
be forſaken. The children of thy ſer- 


« yants ſhall continue, and their ſeed ſhall 
(e be eſtabliſhed before thee.” Never, * 
is as if he had ſaid, never ſhall there be 
wanting, a ſucceſſion of thoſe, who ſhall 
worſhip God in the ſimplicitie and puritie 
of the true religion, and in ſuch a manner 


as ſhall be at once moſt honorable to His 


infinite perfections, and moſt highly con- 


ducive to their own, and to the common 


happineſs of mankind. Such is the noble 


and exalted ſpirit of benevolence animating 


the pſalmiſt, and“ awakening all that is 


« within him,” in behalf of Zion, even 
to the remotelt ages; notwithſtanding the 
comfortleſs and ill ae fituation of 


he his | 


. 
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his on private affairs. This 2 
is the 

- Firſt thing, which 1 weeks point out, 

as deducible from the words of our text, 

and as a moſt important ſentiment implied 

in it; that no ſorrows of our own are to be 


ſo far indulged, as to divert our attention 


from the concerns and intereſt of the pu- 


blic, as not to leave the mind at libertie 


to be even warmly affected in its cauſe, 


and ſtrongly ſuſceptible of its joys. Were 
there any one, who could juſtly plead an 


exemption from this public tie, on account 


of the incumbencie and weight of his own 


perſonal calamities, by paritie of reaſon 


everie one elſe might do the like, and 
thus the communitie be wholly abandoned, 
and left to ſuffer ſhipwrack amidſt the ſur- 
rounding ſtorms and tempeſts of private 
adverſitie. Or, if it be only a certain de- 
gree of perſonal calamitie and diſtreſs, that 
is ſuppoſed ſufficient to releaſe us from the 
obligation of entertaining theſe more ge- 


nerous and extended views, will not eve- 


rie man be at libertie to judge, in this 


point, for himſelf; and thus the fatal con- 


ſequence be, upon the' whole, the ſame? 


The 


[i 9 35 1 
The proper concluſion therefore ſo forcibly 
exemplified in the temper of the Pſalmiſt, 
as repreſented in this truly pathetic and 
affecting compoſition, is, that nothing of 
this kind ought ſo to contract our vie ws, 
or to diſturb the ſweet and lovely order 
of nature, as to efface the rememberance of 
our countrie, or to eradicate thoſe tender | 
impreſſions, that have been wrought ſo 
deeply into our original, mental frame, in 
behalf of the diffuſed and general ſocie- 
tie of mankind. Nay, even theſe af- : 
fictions befalling ourſelves, if borne aright, 
will rather have a contrary effect. It 
is no part of our duty to be wholly unaf- 
fected by them. And he, that has no feel- 
ings at all, in behalf of himſelf, will ſcarce- 
ly have much ſenſibilitie to the intereſts of 
his kind. Whereas, if our private ſorrows 
are rightly attempered, | there will be in 
realitie ſome generous paſſion intermingled : 
with them; it being ſcarcely poſſible, that 
any calamitie ſhould be ſo abſolutely perſo- 
nal, as not in ſome meaſureor another to ob- 7 


ſtruct the offices of beneficence and friend- 


War towards our fellow- Creatures : and this 
B 5 to 


1 101 
to che truly betievoletit mind will be U J 
greateſt and moſt ſenſible affliction in them 
all. He therefore that ſorrows in ſich a 
manner as this, within the narrower cirele 
of his own private concerns, will naturally 
have his heart entendered towards the public, 
and be diſpoſed with ſtill greater cordialitie 
to embrace its views, He will enter into 
its concerns with a truer ſympathie, ha- 
ving been before accuſtomed to the like 
generous ſenſations, and be with a more 
abſolute devotion of ſpirit addicted to its 
weal. And indeed, who would wiſh on 
any account to be releaſed from the im- 
preſſions of ſo felicitating an affection? 
what better fund of conſolation can we 
have under our own adverſities, than to 
have our hearts ſo connected with the com- 
mon welfare, and with the great deſigns of 
providence in relation to it, as enables us 
warmly to take our ſhare in everie thing, 


that is conducing to its advancement and 
ſtabilitie? and with what horror and felf- 


- condemnation muſt any one, ſooner or la- 
ter, reflect upon himſelf for having, if 
"in realitic he has, o far debilitated his pu- 

blic 
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blic affections thro' an exceſſive indul- 
gence to more confined and ſelfiſn views, 

of whatever particular kind or nature, as 
to have become incapable of being im- 
preſſed, in any generous way, even by the 
moſt important and intereſting events, rela- 
tive to the political and ſocial connections 
of mankind ! who, for inſtance, would not 

be aſhamed of an inabilitie, thus contracted, 
for taking his patriot- ſhare in thoſe a 
bitions of public joy, tliat were ſo lately 
diffuſed thro* the ſeveral parts of this ex- 
tended metropolis, on account of the hap- 
pie execution of a deſign, that reflects ſo 
much honor upon the reſolution and mag- 
nanimitie of thoſe, who planned it, as well, 
as upon our brave, intrepid countrymen, 
by whom it has been effected. An event 
ſo full of terror and diſmay, of perplexitie 
and diſappointment to the inveterate ene- 
mies, we have ſo long been contending with, 
for the ſecuritie and preſervation of our na- 
tional liberties and peace; and which, ac 
cording to all the views, that human pro- 
babilitie can at preſent ſuggeſt, muſt be ſo 
fruitful of important conſequences, not 
* 


121 
only to our own proſperitie and happineſs 
as a free and proteſtant nation, but to our 
Proteſtant allies, to the general intereſts of 
Europe and America; by no means ex- 
cluding the now ſavage inhabitants of the 
territories that we have ſubdued. But this 
naturally leads us to a 
Second reflection, Which elne FAY ob- - 

| vioully to ariſe out of the preſaging and pro- 
phetic language of the pſalmiſt in our text, i 
and that is, that there are certain periods, 
certain coincidences, and concuring cir- | 
cumſtances in the affairs and ſituation of 
public communities, from which the moſt i 
pleaſing expectations may with reaſon be 
formed, as to their advancing proſperitie 
and ſucceſs. Thou ſhalt-ariſe and have 
e mercie upon Zion, for the time to fa- 
„ vor her, yea, the ſet time is come”. 
** is not improbable indeed, that, accor- 
„Alas to the general ſenſe of expoſitors 
upon this pſalm, written, as is ſuppoſed, 
during the time, and towards the cloſe, of 
the babyloniſh captivitie, there may be in 
this part of our text an eſpecial reference 
to thoſe prophecies, in which the happy 

termination 
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termination of that captivitie had been mira- 
culouſly foretold, and the reſtoration of the 
Jews to their native countrie and ancient 
temple. . But, notwithſtanding this, the 
mode of language is by no means un- 
applicable even to preſent times. For na- 
ture itſelf is not without her prophecies; 
which may to us in ſome meaſure ſupplie 
the place of thoſe, that were uſed to be de- 
livered by the inſpired ſeers of old. And 
it is undoubtedly one part of the divine in- 
tention, in the favorable events of provi- 
dence towards a people, not merely to put 
them in poſſeſſion of ſome. preſent e- 


molument, not merely to excite ſome 


tranſient emotions of joy, but to inſpire 
them with hope, as to their future pro- 
| ſperitie and encreaſing grandeur. - And, 


if there be any ſuch natural :prognoſtica- | 


tions now ſubſiſting in our own favor, 
concerning which we might almoſt ven- 
ture to affirm, that nothing but our o.]-n 
iniquities can defeat them; may we not 

then, humbly, as we moſt ſurely ought, 
but yet with ſome conſiderable degree of 
e ſay; © * The Lord will 

EI, © have 


eh 
ane meleke upon Zion, our britiſh Zion:for 
ai the time to favor her, yea; the ſet time is 
come. That late inſtance of our national 
Facceſs, which has ſo much exhilerated all our 
Hearts, is far from ſtanding unconnected 
and alone, or appearing in the light of a 
merely caſual exploit. No, it is of che 
ſame compłexion with many other events, 
that have happily preceded it, in the courſe 
of the preſent war, and is to be looked upon 
as part of a plan, that has been wiſely for- 
med upon a juſt and generous conſciouſneſs 
of our native ſtrength and dignitie, as a people. 
It therefore carries in it ſo much the greater 
certaintie, as to the conſequences, that are 
tt be expected from it, and ſtrongly indi- 
_ - cates, What we may in reaſon preſume to 
ebe, under God, the happie effect of our 
national powers vi gorouſiy and with proper 
rtreſolution exerted. It is but a very little 
while ago, that we were almoſt ready to 
ſink into deſpondencie, on account of that 
gloomy aſpect, which our public affairs did 
then ſeem to wear. But by that pleaſing 
change, which has ſince appeared 1 in them, 
and of which our late ſucceſs, is only a 
ſingle, | 


[is], 


any defect in our inherent ſtrengih as a nation; 
which muſt needs have beendlike competent 


then, as now, to the maintenance of ous 
wonted dignitie and character. This then 


ſhews us the mightie difference, that is ſo 


entruſted with the direction of our natio⸗ 


nal affairs, and that God in his providence 


is ever willing to help that people, who by a 


juſt ſenſe of their dutie are inelined to exert 
themſelves for their common ſafetie and 


defence. We have been plainly, as a na- 
tion in general, awakened of late into 2 


more lively conviction of the part, which 
is ſeverally incumbent upon us, as members 
of the communitie. And we ſee, what 
has been the conſequence. We ſee the 
truth of that maxim, confirmed by preſent 
example and viſible effects, which has been 


ſo often in theorie inculcated upon us to no 
* ; that, „if we amend our ways 


56 and our doings, the 2 have mer- 
| | " Cle | 


ſingle, tho indeed a moſt important in- 
tafiee, we convinced) .thus thoſe ; un». 
comfortable appearances were not owing to. 


"REAC cr Pi Su ES ne IL re 


3 


| 15 16 
ec. ce upon us ad be favorable unto ns,” 
and that the connexion, which is ſo much, 
and cannot indeed be too frequently or 
forcibly, inſiſted upon, between national 


virtue and national proſperitie, is not the 


mere chimera of imagination, but has its 
indiſputable foundation in nature. And 


from hence, how plainly may we collect, 


what is our farther dutie, as the means of 


advancing our national proſperitie and ho- 


nor? For God's ſake, and for our coun- 
trie's ſake, let us not ſtop at theſe good be- 
ginings. Let us not vainly preſume, that 
becauſe we have done ſomething in the 
reformation of our public manners, we 
have therefore done enough. Let not that 


ſomething, already done, prove abortive and 
ineffectual for want only of proceding a 
little farther, or by relapſing again into our 
former lukewarmneſs and inſenſibilitie. 


But let theſe fair preſages, theſe goodly 


hopes, ſo viſibly ariſing out of our better 


ſpirit, encourage us to go on, in the cul- 
tivation and improvement of it; and to 
correct everie vice; everie latent, everie 


_ iniquitie, as e certainly fatal, in 
the 


[17] 


the degree of their prevalence, to the pu- 


blic weal, and to our own intereſt and pro- 


ſperitie, as connected with it. There are 


ſome vices indeed, that more immediately 


ſtrike at the root of public happineſs than 
others, But ſtill whatever gulltie paſſion, 


it is, that we indulge, it muſt of neceſſitie, 
ſo far as indulged, ſupplant the better 
ones, and the love of our countrie among 


the reſt. 


But by theſe general hints we are natu- 


rally led to ſome other happie indications 
ſubliſting 1 in our favor, and ſtrongly exem- 
plifed in thoſe recent tidings, that have 
been ſo welcome to everie Britiſh ear. As, 
for inſtance, the ſignal braverie of our 


troops in that gallant action, furniſhing us 


with ſo pleaſing a proof, that there are 
ſtill thoſe among us, who can ſtand as fear- 
leſs and undiſmayed in the very face of 
danger, as others at a convenient diſtance Fs 


from it. We cannot indeed enough la- 
ment the early loſs of that generous hero, | 
who led them on to conqueſt. And yet 


even in that loſs itſelf, there are ample | 


ſources of conſolation, which, heaven grant, 


. 
may be richly enjoyed, by thoſe who are 
in the tendereſt manner affected by it. 
Had he been leſs brave, he might indeed 
have ſpared his life — and have fruſtrated 
too that deſign, for the fake of which he 
was ſent on purpoſe to expoſe it. But he 
ſcorned to ſpare it, or even to put the ſuc- 
ceſs of the enterpriſe to the leaſt poſſible 
hazard, upon ſuch ignoble terms. He has 
ſhortened his days, and immortaliſed his 
fame. And was it not better? better ſurely, 


= do die in glorie at thirty-five, than to have 
| N dragged on his days in infamy and diſgrace 
= to twice that period. And in his untimely 
1 death, as, on ſome accounts, we are with 
| ſorrow to eſteem it, tho' moſt opportune 
4 | indeed and ſeaſonable for his own renown 
1 Ee and England's glory, what an inſpiring ex- 
x ample have we of that magnanimitie and 
I bheroiſm; which, it is to be hoped, will 


fire the breaſt of everie Britiſh ſoldier with 
Wo the generous ambition of recording his 
worth in the laſting characters of imita- 
* tion? And thus may the death of a ſingle 
hero be the means of making many, and 
its conſequences amply compenlate the 1 
ent 


[ 19 ] 
ſent loſs we ſuſtain by it. Nor can we for- 
bear, upon this occaſion, to reflect, with 
pleaſure, upon that generally prevailing diſ- 
poſition now ſo apparent amongſt us, vo- 
luntarily to arm in defence of our countrie, 
and upon the revival, under the ſanction 


of public authoritie, of our martial and _ 


manly ſpirit. Theſe are appearances, in 
our favor, which have, I doubt not, al- 
ready intimidated our enemies, and bid 
fair, I truſt, for preventing any hoſtile at- 
tempt, that they may have been deſigning 
azainſt our native land, as well as of de- 
| livering ourſelves from that conſternation 
and diſmay, to which, otherways, upon 
the ſlighteſt report of any ſuch deſigns, 
we might be continually expoſed. Again, 
in the account of this great atchievement 
we ſee, how much of our ſucceſs has been 
_ owing to the ſpirit of union, which, with- 
out a fingle exception, ſo far as appears, 
prevailed among the ſeveral commanders 
both by ſea and land, and in ſcenes of ac- 
tion and enterpriſe ſo extremely different, 
This is not only a point of the higheſt con- 
ſequence in itſelf towards the ſucceſs of our 
* 2 military | 
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military efforts, but is, in the pre- 
lent inſtance, a ſtill more pleaſing and 
welcome *© token for good, on ac- 
count of thoſe diſappointments in our 
public meaſures, that we have ſo lately met 
with, for want only of ſuch a ſpirit. And 


Juſt of the ſame importance, as were the 


union and harmonie, with which this par- 


ticular undertaking has been ſo honorably 


conducted, to the ſucceſs of it, is the ſame 


ſpirit animating our national counſels in 


general, and diffuſing itſelf thro' the whole 


communitie, to our intire happineſs ard 


proſperitie, as a people. How juſtly then 


may we look upon it as a prelude to our 


advancing glorie, that what in this in- 
Nance appears to be of ſo much impor- 
tance, will likewiſe, upon a little attention, 
be found to be the real ſpirit now pre- 


vailing amongſt us. Never were we a more 
united people: never was faction ſo nearly 
ſabfiding into abſolute oblivion; never ſuch 
a happy conſent of minds for our common 


ſafety and defence. When to theſe ſeveral 


circumſtances we add, that generous en- 
couragement, which 1 is amongſt us ſo pu- 


blicly 5 
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blicly given to the cultivation of everie uſe- 
ful art and ſcience, both in our colonies 
and on our native ſpot, that internal peace, 
that floriſhing trade and extended com- 
merce, which we have ſo long enjoyed, 
even during a ſtate of war, and by which 
we have been fo happily diſtinguiſhed from 
many neighbouring nations, among whom 
its deſolating horrors have now for ſome 
ſucceſſive years been ſo fatally experienced 
and deeply fecled; when we reflect upon 
the many ſignal advantages and victories 
that have been gained over our enemies, 
beſides that Jateſt one, of ſuch pecu- 
larly high and eminent importance, and 
| thoſe perplexities and embaraſſments, to 
which their public tranſactions muſt by 
this means be reduced; when we reflect 
upon the injuſtice md iniquitie of their 
ambitious attempts upon the peace and ter- 
ritories of the neigboring nations; when 
we conſider, on the other hand, what it is, 
that we ourſelves contend for, not merely 
for life, not for the ſake of lengthening out 
a ſordid being and ſlaviſh exiſtence, not for 
the fake of adding ſtrength to tyrannie and . 
"HOY 
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ſupporting the exerciſe of an arbitrarie and 


lawleſs power; but for the moſt precious 
rights and liberties, that any nation ever 


did, or any nation can enjoy: when, I ay, 


we lay all theſe things together, may we not 
with ſome humble confidence ſay. *© The 
« Lord will have mercie upon Zion; for 


„the time to favor her, yea, the ſet time 
„ js come.” For what may not be expect- 


ed from a floriſhing, brave and united 
people, exerting themſelves in ſuch an in- 
ſpiring cauſe; and in defence of thoſe in- 
eſtimable privileges, which, it is ſo na- 
tural to preſume, ſhould, in proportion to 
their importance, invigorate our efforts for 
their continuance and n And 
: this i is 


A third oaoticalar ſuggeſted to us in the 


following words of the text : © For thy 
e ſervants take pleaſure in her ſtones, and 
« favor the duſt thereof.” This is ex- 


preſſive of that tender aladin which 
the Jewiſh people retained for their coun- 


trie, notwithſtanding their preſent eſtrange- 


ment and diſtance from it. They recol- 
lected with a kind of veneration and exta- 


tic 
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tic pleaſure, the ſtately buildings, and par- 
ticularly the goodly temple of Jeruſalem, 
tho' now, alas, in ruins. And even the 
very © duſt” of their native ſoil ſerved, in re- 
membrance and 1magination, to excite their 
affectionate wiſhes towards it. It is plain 
too, that this is mentioned, as a circum- 
ſtance preſaging the fayor of heaven to- 
wards them. The Lord will have mer- 
. oe. upon Zion, for the time to favor 
_ © her, yea, the ſet time is come: for thy 
_ « ſervants take pleaſure in her ſtones, and 
favor the duſt thereof.” They loved a6 
and « favored” it themſelves, and were not a 
little delighted with the hope and expecta- 
tion of ſeeing it again in all its glorie; 3 and 
might therefore innocently and chearfullyß 
entertain the animating hope, that heaven 
would © favor“ it too. They could not but 
look upon this as an emotion of ſoul, that 
was highly pleafing and acceptable in the 
fight of God, and might hence reaſonably 
encourage themſelves in concluding, that he 
would not fail, in his gratious providence, of 
giving ſucceſs to their laudable exertion. of 
themſelves in Tonformite to its dictates. 
and 
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And ſurely this is a preſage of national 
happineſs, that cannot be wanting among 
ourſelves. It very ſlaves, as we have 
known, and as, at this very day, is the caſe, 
are willing to encounter the greateſt dan- 


t gers, and to expoſe even their lives in de- 
ly J fence of the miſerable land they dwell in; 
| i 9 5 miſerable, becauſe enſlaved, however in 
| = other reſpects delightful, ſhall we, the chil- 
= | dren of libertie, inhabiting its temple, and 
i ö ſurrounding its throne, be indifferent to 
=_ her reſidence among us. It can never be, 
tj that any Britiſh heart ſhould be ſo far de- 
ly generated from the high-born ſpirit of our 
1 noble anceſtors. And, according to the or- 
8 GY der of God's univerſal providence, Who 
=. never giveth, but to thoſe, who * ſeek,” 


who never 6 opens,” but to thoſe, who 
„ knock ;” and whoſe promiſe, it is, a | 
- promiſe delivered by the voice of nature, as | 
well, as in the venerable pages of holy writ, | 
that, if we © ſeek” him, he will be 
found“ of us, what happier omen can 
we have in our favor, than ſuch a ſpirit c of 
loyaltie and good affection to our countrie 
nec diffalin gi itſelf amongſt us? Amidſt 


» ſo 


* 
* 
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ſo many other ſtriking indications then of 
the gratious views and purpoſes of divine 
providence towards us, on account of which 
it may with ſo much probabilitie be pre- 
ſumed, that © the time to favor our Bri- 
« tiſh Zion, even the ſet time is indeed 
come,“ let not that farther happie one 
be wanting, which depends upon the zeal 
and fervor of our own hearts in its behalf. 
What 1s there, that ſhould make us indif- 
ferent in our countrie's cauſe ? ? what, that 
does not call upon us, with heart and hand 
to join in our utmoſt efforts for its ſalvation 
and defence; nor to count” en fortunes, 
or even © life itſelf, dear unto us, may we 
but be contributing to its preſervation and 
honor? have we not the beſt form of 
government, the beſt laws, the beſt reign- 
ing prince, the higheſt civil libertie, and 
the greateſt freedom in religion, of any na- 
tion under heaven? But were it poſſible, 
that ſuch mightie and intereſting conſidera- 
tions, as theſe, ſhould prove inſufficient for 
warming our hearts, and animating our 


zeal, there i is yet another ſuggeſiel to us 
5 by 
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by the noble ſpirit of the pſalmiſt, as ex- 
preſſed in the concluſion of our text. 80 
* the heathen ſhall. fear the name of the 
« Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy 
* glory.” In compariſon of the god-like 
' ſpirit of univerſal benevolence, even the 
love of our countrie is in a manner but a 
ſelfiſh paſſion. And in ſome inſtances the 
one, in the corruption and degeneracie of 
it at leaſt, has been known to operate to 
the prejudice of the other. But in our 
own caſe, and according to the ſtricteſt 
realitie and truth of it, they cannot inter- 
fere, in fact they coincide. And the more 
we love mankind, the more, for that very 
reaſon, ſhall we be induced to intereſt our- 
ſelves in the proſperitie and honor of our 
countrie. Among all the bleſſings, that 
can be enjoyed by any body or communitie 
of people, there are none, that can by any 
means equal, in their importance, that, of 
which the pſalmiſt here ſpeaks, © the fear 
„ of God's name,” or, as this ſacred lan- 
guage imports, the reverential adoration 
of him founded upon juſt and proper 
apprehen- 


1 
apprehenſions of the tranſcendent and 
matchleſs ©* glories” of his nature. But we 

all know, how much this exalted and 
divine principle has been obſtructed, 
its happy influence upon the mind, by 
the corruption, in popiſh countries, of 

that very ſyſtem of chriſtianitie, which 
was intended to elevate andenoble every re- 
ligious and devout affection, and to advance 
it to its higheſt pitch of puritie and excel- 
lence. And, as to the poor American In- 
dians, as they have never had the oppor- 

tunitie of corrupting, ſo neither of im- 
proving, this grand diſpenſation of divine 
mercie and love. But where, let it now be 
aſked, is that nation or people of the earth 
ſo likely to be the intended inſtruments of 
divine providence, in diſpelling, either Po- 
piſh or Indian darkneſs, than we of this 
reformed countrie, this enlightened and 
happie land ? Or when the period, which 
we might have better ſuppoſed introductorie 
to ſo intereſting and delightful a ſcene, as 
now ? and with what conſiſtencie can we 
make any pretenſions either to the faith or 

. charitie 
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charitie of chriſtians, if we would not be 


chearfully contributing our utmoſt to ſo 


deſirable an end? | 

Upon the whole then we ſee, in tar 
manner it is, that we are to expreſs our 
ſenſe of that fignal triumph over our ene- 


mies, which has been fo lately the ſubject 
of our common joy. Whether this be in- 
deed © the time” appointed, in the order 
and decree of heaven, for bringing about 
thoſe great events I have been hinting at, 
I by no means intend abſolutely to deter- 
mine. I have been only endevoring to ani- 


mate your minds with the ſame pleafing 


hopes that I find arifing in my own, and 
to direct your thoughts to ſome probable 

enough preſumptions in favor of them. But 
this I know, that the period is now arriv- 


ed, which we ourſelves had in expectation 


Fel, as that, which we hoped, might prove 
wholly decifive in our favor, as a people 
engaged 1 in war, and put an end in a man- 


ner extremely happie and glorious, both 


for ourſelves and our allies, to all the hor- 


rors and deſolations of it. The acquiſi- 
tion of the place, w which God has now put 
SL 15 into 
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into our hands has, in this view of it, been, 
for ſometime paſt, conſidered, as ont of 
the grand rr. ultimate objects in the plan 
of our military operations. And now he 
has © ariſen, and ſhewn mercie unto us, 


in the very way that we ourſelves had in 


thought and eager expectation been, as it 


were, preſcribing. 4 This is the Lord's do- 


e ing, it ig marvellous in our eyes.” 
And is there nothing then to be done, on 


our part, and by way of return? or 
ſhall providence. by ſuch ſweet and gentle 
Invitations, by ſo pleaſing. and welcome 

a voice, be calling upon us, to regard the 


things, that belong to our peace,” and 


we, after all, in ungrateful diſobedience, = 
as well as, in the height of folly, be un- 
mindful of them? O never, never let it 
be ſaid of us, as it was of old concerning : 
Jeruſalem 7 ec how often would I have ga- 


or * thaw you, as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and you 


2 


of 


But let us be all concur- 
ing with the intimations of providence by _ 
the renewed and more vigorous practice 


. 
# 


appearing, cannot 


ts degree, to the 


in 1 
of our Land. 
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of that righteouſneſs, © which,” in whatever 


particular ſpecies of it 


fail of contributing, 


jon 
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ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL, 
| ROYAL HUMANE SOCIETY, 


APRIL 15, 1804. 


Resolved wnanimously, 


THAT THE MOST GRATEFUL 
AND RESPECTFUL THANKS 
of this numerous and reſpectable Aſſociation 
be preſented to 
TR RIGHT REVEREND 
THOMAS BURGESS, D. D. 
LORD BISHOP OF ST. DAVID'S, 
for his moſt excellent Sermön, 5 
preached on Sunday, the i5th of April, 
at St. George s Church, Hanover Square; ; 


4 


and that HIS LORDSHIP be earneſtly requeſted 
to grant a Copy of the ſame for Publication 


to the Managers of this Inſtitution. 


WI LLIAM HAWES, Treaſurer. 
J OHN BEAUMONT, Regifrar. 


